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ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 


HEADQUARTERS NEBRASKA STATE MILITIA, 
Lincoln, Neb., December 15th, 1880. 


To His Excellency, Albinus Nance, Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief: B | 

GOVERNOR—I have the honor to submit herewith for your con- 

sideration the following statement of the operations and condi- 

tion of the Adjutant-General’s office for the two years ending 

December 1st, 1880, together with such facts and suggestions as 

may be of interest. Iam, sir, very respectfully, 
| Your obedient servant, 
S. J. ALEXANDER, 
Adjutant- General. 
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REPORT. 


INTRODUCTORY. 


On the 15th day of January, A.D. 1879, I had the honor to 
receive from your Excellency’s hand my commission as Adjutant . 
General of the State of Nebraska, for the term of two years. I 
thereupon immediately entered upon the duties appertaining to 
the same. P 

At this time I found the State Militia to be copos of seven 
companies, which companies had been principally organized in 
our most western counties, for the purpose of affording to the 
settlers therein some protection from the many dangers that 
frontier life has been incident to. These organizations had receiv- 
ed from my predecessor in office a sufficient number of guns to 
arm all who might choose to enrolt themselves into companies. 

During the year 1879, the term of enlistment of all this class 
‘of military companies expired by reason of the expiration of 
their term of service. 

At this juncture in the administration of the affairs of this 
department, the question as to the propriety of continuing or- 
ganizations of this character was brought forcibly before me, and 
. after due consideration of all the facts in the premises, and a 
„careful review of the situation, an order was promulgated from 
these headquarters, being in substance as follows: 

“That where localities, removed from the more exposed 
portion of our frontier, were desirous of organizing from among 
their citizens a company of militia, it would be necessary for them 
to procure uniforms to the number of forty men, and that when 
these conditions had heen Pompies with, arms and accoutre- 
_ ments would then issue.’ | 
And that where companies lying “ оп the extreme frontier had 
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ceased to exist by reason of the expiration of their term of ser- 
vice, wished to renew their organization, they would be per- 
mitted to so do without going. to the expense of procüring uni- 
forms." 

Upon the promulgation of this order by the department, fears 
were entertained for a while that it might have a dampening ef- 
fect upon those organizations located within the prescribed 
uniform district, which up to that time had contemplated forming 
themselves into militia companies, but happily the reverse proved 
true, and I am pleased to note in this connection that from this 
period in the administration of the military affairs of this State 
the history of our active and uniformed militia has its incep- 
tion. 

It is therefore with no inconsiderable pride that in conse- 
quence of this order I am at this time enabled to present to your 
Excellency, a roster of our active and uniformed companies, and 
also to further invite your attention to the honorable ‘and meri- 
torious services rendered by them to the State. 

The present militia force of the State consists of 12 companies 
of Infantry, and one company of Light artillery, located as fol- 
lows: 

Со. D, Second Pee none A S. M., York. 


Co. “B?  “ i d Sutton. 

Co. «Ф»? “« (« 6 Omaha. 
Co. «Н, e 5 "s Omaha. 
2300. po^ — 9 е i Columbus. 


Wahoo Foragers, Wahoo. 
Juniata Independents, Juniata. 
Alexander Guards, Nelson. 
Beatrice Guards, Beatrice. 
Capital Guards, Lincoln. 
Bennet Rifles, Bennet. 
Merrick Rifles, Central City. 


| LIGHT ARTILLERY. 
Co. A, lst Regiment Nebraska Light Artillery, Blue Springs. 


* 
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A mia in detail will be found appended. 

The infantry companies are all armed with the Improved 
Springfield breech-loading rifles, and are equipped with belta and 
bayonet scabbards. 

The artillery company,, of which there is only one, is located 
at Blue Springs, Gage county, has one brass piece, 12 pounder. 


PRESENT FORCES. 


The number of enlisted men of infantry are 677. 

The number of enlisted men'of light artillery are 80. 

The number of commissioned officers are 40. 

‚ Total commissioned and enlisted, 747. 

It will be observed from this summary that the numerical 
strength of the State Militia at the date of this report is 747 
men, being distributed through 12 companies of infantry and 
one company of artillery, all uniformed, and partially equipped. 

The question of making the militia of this State more effec- 
tive was brought to the notice of the Legislature at its session 
held in 1879, and the hope was confidently entertained that 
- ample provision would be made for its future government. The 
Legislature, however, adjourned, leaving no appropriation for that 
purpose. 

Now, after a lapse of two years, it is to be hoped that our 
forthcoming Legislature will give to the people of this State such 
appropriate legislation on this subject as will give to the matter 
practical force and effect. 

The present effectiveness of our militia force has been -— 
about through the energies of its officers and members, both in- 
dividually and collectively, and whatever growth and prosperity' 
attends it, is wholly attributed to the officers and men who 
have borne the expense attending their organization from their 
own private means. - l 

In order thaf the condition of the militia forces may be brought 
* more clearly before you, I have in this connection prepared a 
table showing their status at this writing, and appended here-! 
with will be found the table prepared accordingly. | 
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STATEMENT 


Showing the Condition of the Active Militia of the State of Nebraska, December Ist, 1880. 
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Co. D, 2d Regiment. ...| Tork. . . 3| 18]40/50/40 40 Oapt. W. T. Scott. list Lieut. Ad&mson ,j2d Lt. L. J. Gandy. 
" E, n . Sutton. .. 8 18/40/56 40 40 Capt. W. J. Keller. J.S.Lehew) W. H. Young 
“ G, u „Omaha 3 18157178155 40 Capt. Geo. Н. Orager J. W. King} E. D. M Laughlin 
cH. “ .. Omaha. .. . 3| 13157178155 40 Oapt. H. Belln. „ E G. Fee. J. Donnelly. 
"^ I, '& Columbus. . 3 12804540] 40 apt. R. H. Henry. | ч J. W. Early} “ A. bockner. 

Wahoo Foragers........| Wahoo .......| 8} 18456140 40 Capt. C. M. Copp. и J. Mumford| “ J. W. Morse 

Juniata Independents.. Juniata....... 3 130466240 40 Capt. A. V. Cole. и 8. J. Sherly! “ E. L. Dutton 

Alexander Guards. ... |Nelson ...... 8| 18/80/5240 40 Capt. J. Ritterbush.; "© —E.M.Benson| “ H. W. Short 

Beatrice Guards. ... Beatrice . .. 8| 1003447 40 40 Oapt. L. W. Colby. * O. M. Enlow “ F. Hall 

Oapital Guards..........|Lincoln.......| 8| 180405625 ...... . .. . . Capt. W. H. Harrison|........ —— A « G. W. Johnson 
Bennet Rifles ...........|Bennet .....| 8| 18/50/6640 40 Capt. І. P. Derby. Ist Lt. E, M. Cobb. A. P. Varny. 
Merrick Rifles... ..... Central City. 3 1304662 30 40 Capt. F. Sweet. и W. W. Walcott; G. M. Burlingame 
Co. A, Light Art. . .. Blue Springs} 4| 4130388811 12-р’г brass Capt. O. M. Murdock} “ F. E. Rice. и D. B. Gensel. 
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ACTIVE OPERATIONS. 


Оп. the night of April 10, 1879, and during the week the Olive 
trial was in progress at Hastings, the following message was de- 
livered to me at Lincoln, from Sheriff Martin of Adams eounty: 


| Hastings, April 10—11:20 р.м. . 
His ExcELLENCY ALBINUS NANCE, | 
Governor of Nebraska, Lincoln : 


‘Send company of troops immediately. The critical time has 
arrived. Do not feel safe with such guards as I can get. Send 
troops from other points than this county, for reasons that you 
know. Have them here by special train at noon to-morrow (Fri- 
day). For God's gake, don't fail. . 

(Signed) S. L. Marri, 
| Sheriff of Adams Co. 


Upon the receipt of the same, I immediately repaired to the 
telegraph office at the B. & M. depot, and put myself in commu- 
nieation with the commanding officers of such militia organiza- 
tions as were known to be in existence at that time. After re- 
peated delays in my endeavors to reach these parties, word at last 
reached me from Captain Calkins, at Kearney, who was in com- 
mand of a company of. militia at that point, that the very best he 
could do “would be to furnish twenty men in twenty-four hours.” 
This being the only company of militia at this time that was 
considered available for duty, the question of further relying up- 
on our militia forces for help was abandoned. And having been 
previously made aware of the lawless character of the men who 
had infested Hastings during this trial, and the repeated threats 
madé by them that they would burn the town and liberate Olive, 
prompted me to take more decisive steps in the premises. Ac- 
cordingly, at the hour of 3:30 o'clock A. M., I sent the following 
message to Brigadier-General Crook, U. 8. A., in command of 
the Department of the Platte, Omaha, Nebraska: 
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Lincoln, April 11—3:30 A. M. 
BRId.-GEN. Crook, Omaha: 


Sheriff Martin of Adams county, Nebraska, has called on Gov- 
ernor Nance for military assistance to aid him in guarding the 
Olive gang from outlaws, who, from official authority received at 
these headquarters, will attempt the rescue of the prisoners now 
in the sheriff’s custody. Can you furnish the State with a com- 
pany of U. S. troops for duty at Hastings, Nebraska, and have 
them report there this morning, by special train that will be fur- 
nished you at Omaha? Please answer immediately. 

(Signed) S. J. ALEXANDER, 
l Adjutant- General. 
By order of the Governor. Р 


During the interim between the sending of this message and 
the receipt of an answer from Gen. Crook at Omaha, the opera- 
tor at Hastings, A. М. Leonard, communicated as follows tome: 


t 


Hastings, April 10, 1879—8:10 a.m. 
Gen. В. J. ALEXANDER, 
Adjutant-General, Lincoln, Nebraska: 


Late last evening it was learned that measures were being in- 
augurated by the cow-boys and others to release Olive and his 
gang. Sheriff Martin called on Governor Nance for. troops, and 
they are expected here to-day. Trouble is anticipated at an 
early hour. Great excitement among our citizens, and many 
express their fears of seeing the city in ashes, if assistance does 
not soon reach us. | 

(Signed) Lzowanp,- 
Operator. 


Being thus made more. certain of the status of affairs at Has- 
tings, the reply of Gen. Crook was anxiously awaited; and at 
the hour of five o'clock the glad tidings were conveyed to me 
over the wires, in the following brief but pointed message: 
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Omaha, Nebraska, April 11, 1879—5 o'clock, A. u. 
un S. J. ALEXANDER, | 
Adjutant- General, Lincoln, Nebraska: x 


_A company of troops will be sent to Hastings at once. 
a (Signed) Gero. C. Своок, 
E Brig.- General. 


At this juncture of affairs transportation was secured at Omaha 
for the conveying of the company of regulars from that point to 
Hastings, and Gen. Crook was apprised of the fact by telegram 
from my headquarters at Lincoln. I also communicated the 
substance of the message from Gen. Crook to Sheriff Martin at 
Hastings, and gave it as my opinion that the regulars would ar- 
rive in Hastings at or near the hour of 9 o'clock A. u., and to 
have quarters in readiness for fifty men. 

After some delay had been experienced in Omaha in the ar- 
rangement of the special train, word reached me at o’clock 
that Company H of the Ninth Infantry, under the command of 
Maj. Burt, 0. В. A., had departed from Omaha, and were en 
route, via Lincoln, at the rate of forty miles an hour, i 

The command reached Lincoln at o'clock, and Maj. Burt 
reported to me for instructions, l і 

After a few moments’ consultation, I boarded the train, with 
instructions from the railway officials to have the same go 
through to Hastings without stoppages at intermediate points— 
reaching there at the hour of eleven o’clock a.M. 

Upon our arrival there the troops were assigned to quarters, 
and remained in the city during the remainder of the trial. 

The sobriety and soldierly bearing of the U. S. troops while 
at Hastings was the subject of much commendation, and after 
their return*to Fort Omaha the department took occasion to 
publicly note the fact, by addressing the following letter to Maj. 
Burt, in command of the company. 
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OFFICE ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 


HEADQUARTERS NEBRASKA STATE MILITIA, 
| Lincoln, Neb., May 6th, 1880. 


MAJOR А. S. Burt, 
^ Captain Co. H,“ Ninth Infantry, U. S. A., 
| Fort Omaha, Neb.: 


SIR: —I take pleasure in thanking you for the timely service 
rendered the State by yourself, Capt. Hoffman and Lieut. Robin- 
son while at Hastings, Nebraska, under call of His Excellency, 
Governor Nance, upon Gen. Crook, for a detachment of troops. 

I also wish to compliment the company for their soldierly and 
manly conduct, and be it said that I did not see a man under the 
influence of intoxicating liquors while in Hastings. Having 
served in the late rebellion, and knowing the influences that nat- 
urally surround soldiers while on detached service, I consider 
their conduct worthy of notice and highly commendable to the 
officers and men of Co. “H,” Ninth U. S. Infantry, which you 
have the honor to command. 

(Signed) S. J. ALEXANDER, 


| Adjutant- General Neb. 
By order of the Governor. 


On the morning of May 218, 1880, the telegraph flashed the 
news to Lincoln that a riot was threatened at the smelting works 
in that city, and that military assistance was required to subdue 
it, the matter being brought officially to my notice in thefollow- . 
ing dispatch received from the Omaha Smelting Works Com- 
pany, and also one from Hon. J. H. Millard, Omaha. 
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| > Омана, May 21st, 1880. 
Gov. ALBINUS NANCE, 


«Lincoln, Nebraska: 


A riot is imminent here. The smelting works men have 
struck and colored men employed. There is a large mob at the. 
smelting works, and the danger is imminent unless we can have 
help at once. Telegraph President Hayes for the use of two 
companies at Fort Omaha. (Signed) J. H. MILLARD. 
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| Omana, May 21st, 1880. 
GEN. В. J. ALEXANDER, 


Adjutant- General, Lincoln, Néb.: 


‘Serious trouble is threatened at the Omaha Smelting Works 
by strikers. Troops are needed immediately. Have telegraphed . 
Gov. Nance, but have received no answer. Ask President 
Hayes to order soldiers from Fort Omaha. Quick: Answer. 


(Signed) OMAHA SMELTING Works Co. 


At this junction I ordered the several uniformed militia com- 
panies in the State “to assemble their commands at once and 
await marching orders from these headquarters. 2 

The Wahoo Foragers under command of Captain C. M. Copp 
was the first company to report for duty, then followed in the 
order mentioned Companies “G,” * H," * E? and * D," of the 
Second Regiment-N. S. M. 

A special train having been tendered by the Union Pacific 
authorities to convey the company at Wahoo into Omaha, Capt. 
Copp was given marching orders, and directed to take the spe- 
cial which had been provided him and próceed at once to Omaha, 
reporting himself for duty to Sheriff Guy and his Honor Mayor 
Chase. 

After 8 given marching orders to.the Wahoo company to 
proceed to Omaha, telegrams reached me from several of the 
leading citizens of Dougtas county, ‘that the: danger at the Smelt- 
ing Works was becoming more and more imminent. I concluded 
to proceed at once to Omaha, and review the situation in person. 

I therefore boarded the noon train for Omaha; accompanied - 
by Lieut.-Gov. Carns and Att’y-Gen. Dilworth; and on arrival 
there, while in consultation with his Honor Mayor Chase and 
Sheriff Guy, a telegram dated Columbus was received from your 
‘Excellency “ asking if further assistance was needed," and the 
following reply was made ‘thereto by Sheriff es oe 
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Omaha, Nebraska, May 21, 1880. 
GOVERNOR ALBINUS NANCE, 
Columbus, Nebraska : 


Seen Alexander Have consulted him and the Maver: Think 
you had better send company from Columbus. Wahoo company 
here. 

(Signed) Gro. H. Guy, 
Sheriff Douglas Co. 


A response was made thereto by your Excellency, that he had 
given marching orders to Company I, and that he would accom- 
pany them in person to Omaha. 

The Wahoo Foragers arrived in the city of Omaha, at or near 
the hour of six o’clock, under command of Capt. C. М. Copp, . 
and were given instructions to remain in the depot building until 
the arrival of Company I of Columbus. 

At the hour of 10 o'clock r.m., the arrival of Company I in 
the city was announced. | 
The Wahoo Foragersand Company I, together with Compa- 
nies G and H, of Omaha, who had assembled their commands.at 
their respective armories early in the afternoon, under ‘the com- 
mand of Captain Crager and Lieut. Bolln respectively, were 
ordered to take quarters in the Smelting Works, under command 

of Captain.Crager, with orders to protect the property. 

On Sunday a compromise was effected between the strikers . 
and the Omaha Smelting Company, and the companies doing : 
duty were relieved and ordered to report at their respective 
quarters—Company I departing for home Sunday night, and the 
Wahoo Foragers Monday morning. 

The expense attending the movement of troops, their per diem, 
transportation, and rations, on this occasion, will be brought to 
the notice of the forthcoming Legislature, and the payment of: 
the same is most earnestly recommended by this department. 

The fidelity displayed by the militia, its officers and men, while 
at Omaha, under eall of your Excellency! May 21, 1880, was 


ae 
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made the subject of high commendation by the people and press 
of that city, as well as the whole state. This matter was there- 
after, on May 29, 1880, made the subject of the following con- 
gratulatory order which was promulgated from these headquarters: 


Adjutant-General’s Office, 


. HEADQUARTERS N EBRASKA STATE MILITIA, 
Lincoln, Neb. ‚ Мау 29, 1880. 


GENERAL ORDER No. 4. 


The Commander-in-Chief tenders to the militia companies 
of this State, and especially to Compgnies G, H, and I, of the 
Second Regiment, N. 8. M., and the Wahoo Foragers, independ- 
ent company, who во promptly responded to the call for assist- 
ance, on the occasion of the threatened outbreak at the Omaha 
Smelting Works, in the city of Omaha, on the 21st day of May, 
A.D. 1880,.the congratulations of the department and the thanks 
of the people of Nebraska. The firm allegiance to law and 
order, as shown by the citizen soldiers under call, merits the ap- 
probation of every good citizen, while the courage, zeal, and 
fidelity displayed by them in the performance of every duty im- 
posed upon them commends itself to every law-abiding citizen 
of our state as worthy of notice. | 


Bro order of the Commander-in-Chief. 


(Signed) S. J. ALEXANDER, 
Adjutant- General. 


„ MILITIA. 


It has been previously stated in this report, that the expense 
attending the organization of militia companies has up to this 
time been borne from the private means of its members and such 
other aid as the public might choose to give. The time has now 
arrived in the history of its affairs when it is confidently believed 
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that the state should give this important branch of the govern- 
ment such aid and fostering care as will place the militia upon a 
more permanent footing. The experience of the past two years. 
should prove a wholesome lesson; and our fortunate escape from 
the trouble that on two separate occasions threatened us should 
serve as a useful admonishment for a better preparation in the 
future. 

At no time since war has so much interest been manifested in 
military organizations as at present. 

The present condition of our militia, which has been wholly 
brought about by private exertion, has shown conclusively to our 
people that our militia is on the alert to do its duty; and the 
martial spirit which has pervaded its ranks is without an equal in 
- much older states, where this subject has received: every attention 
possible to bestow upon it. | 

The duty of the state, at this hour, is to foster and strengthen 
our militia. Its value as an organization is, as has been proved, 
incalculable. It therefore behooves us as a state to lend to it 
such encouragement, that we may be prepared in a great crisis 
to meet it from among our own number, by militia composed of 
citizen soldiers. Moreover, a well armed and equipped militia 
organization stands at all times as the guardian of public order. 
Evil disposed persons tremble betore its sceptre, making it at all 
times our chief reliance from mobs and outlawry. | 

I am also happy to state in this connection that our militia has 
received from the people and press many well-deserved encomi- 
ums. The flattering recommendations thus bestowed have in a 
great measure served to stimulate and encourage them. Taking 
these expressions from our ‘people as an index, it is my aim to 
bring about the enactment of a law from the hands of the forth- 
coming Legislature that will serve to place them upon a perma- 
nent footing. With this aim in view, I accordingly, on the 26th 
day of October, a.D. 1880, caused to issue the а order 
from these headquarters: 
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Adjjutant-General's Office, 


HEADQUARTERS NEBRASKA STATE MILITIA, 
Lincoln, Neb., Oct. 26, 1880. 


To OAPTAIN : 


Sir: The department deeming it for the best interests of the 
militia service of the State of Nebraska that a conference be had 
of the commissioned officers of the several militia companies with- 


in the state, with a view of adopting a line of action that may be . 


followed out at the approaching session of the Legislature, to the 


end that such legislation may be secured as will place the militia - 


of this state upon a more permanent footing, would respectfully 
ask that the commissioned officers of your command meet in this 
city, on Tuesday, Nov. 9, 1880, at 3 o'clock P. м. 

Commissioned officers may be repr esented by proxy, provided 
guch representative is an enlisted or honorary member of their 
company. Said proxies of non-attending officers shall be accom- 
panied, in each instance, by the commission of its principal. 
Commissioned officers are respectfully requested to report in full 
uniform. A full representation from your company is requested. 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) E S8. J. ALEXANDER, 
Adjutant. General. 


Agreeably. to this eall for à convention of the commissioned 
oflüicera of the militia, about thirty gentlemen reported them- 
selves in attendan¢e at the Capitol on the 9th day of November, 
1880, and at the appointed hour convened in the hall of the 
House of Representatives—Capt, А. V. Cole, of the Juniata In- 
dependents, being called to preside over its deliberations, and 
Capt. W. T. Scott, of Company D, Second Regiment, М. В. M., 
being made secretary thereof. l 

The ‘convention remained iu session some two or three days, 
its deliberations being made up principally of a friendly diseus- 
‘sion of the important features required to formulate a law and 
code for the better government of the militia of this state. Fi- 
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nally, as the result of their labors, the conventien formulated its 
work in chapters under the different heads of military govern- 
ment, and placed its future completion in the hands of a com- 
mission consisting of Capt. W. T. Scott, of Company D, Second 
Regiment, Lieut. J. В. Lehew of the Governor’s Guards, and 
Lieut. H. W. Short, of the Alexander Guards. 

These gentlemen, with a high appreciation of the work are 

them, met at my headquarters, on Wednesday, December 8th, 
and after a session of five days completed the task assigned them, 
to-wit., that of formulating from the notes of the convention a , 
law suitable for the better government of the milita of this 
state. 
From a cursory examination of the draft, as made by these 
gentlemen, I have added my endorsement to its main features. 
Believing that the wisdom displayed by the militia convention in 
choosing these well informed officers to prepare this work is a 
sufficient guarantee of its correctness as to details, I cordially 
approve their labor, and ask for it that consideration which I 
believe the exigency of the times demands. | 


ENCAMPMENT AND PARADE. 


There has been but one encampment of the troops during my 
administration of the affairs of this office, and that took place 
during the Re-union of the ex-soldiers and sailors, which was 
held at Central City, during the week commencing Monday, Sep- 
tember 13, and ending Saturday, September 18, 1880. 

The grdnd encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
held at Lincoln, April, 1880, es tended to the several uni- 
formed militia companies in the state an invitation to be present 
and participate in their re-union services to be held at Central 
City, during the week ending September 18, 1880, and as a fur- 
ther incentive to attend offered a very handsome silk banner as 
a prize to the best drilled company. 

Company D, of York, under command of Lieut. Adamson; 
Company G, of Omaha, under command of Capt. George H. 
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Crager; Company I, of Columbus, under command of Capt. R. 
H. Henry; the Wahoo Foragers, of Wahoo, under command of 
Capt. C. M. Copp; the Juniata Independents, of Juniata, under 
. eommand of Capt. А. V. Cole; the Alexander Guards, of Nel- 
-gon, under command of Capt. J. Ritterbush; were present on 
the grounds during most of the week the encampment was held, 
and on the day set for the competitive drill entered their com- 
panies, 
_ With the exception of one occasion, this was the first time 
that our militia, to the extent of more than two companies, had 
ever appeared in public. " 
The companies were drawn up into line, inside of a hollow 
square, which had been formed by the veterans composing the 
Grand Army of the Republic for the Department of. Nebraska: 
arid at an appointed signal from the judges, were ordered in their 
turn to proceed with their manceuvres and the going through of 
the manual of arms—each of the five companies competing in 
their turn—the award being finally made in favor of Company 
_@, of Omaha, under command of. Capt. Geo. H. Crager. 


It would be doing these companies but feeble justice, to say 
they did well, their movements were closely criticised by some 
of the best military talent in :he state, and the universal opinion 
prevailed that it would be difficult to equal in many of the older 
States, where their military companies have had the ‘benetit of 
years of discipline and drill. 


Upon another occasion companies ** G^ and “H,” of Omaha, 
and company “D,” of York, participated in the reception ten- 
dered Gen. U. S. Grant bythe citizens of Omaha upon his re- 
turn to that city from his famous tour around the world, these 
_, commands performed in a most admirable manner the parts as- 
signed them in the procession, and in consequence of their sol- 
dierly bearing, steadiness in marching, received from those who 
| witnessed. the parade the highest praise. 


It is needless for me to repeat.at this time that our State is in 
the possession of that material which constitutes a soldier. This 
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fact has been repeatedly demonstrated to the satisfaction of all 
fair minded persons, and it is therefore with a just pride that 
this department bears-further testimony to the fact that our mili- 
tia iş without a peer in any of the older States, and to reassert 
it now remains with the State to make it the nucleus around : 
which we may gather when danger threatens our institutions. 


ORDNANCE STORES. 


During the past two years the department has received from 
the General Government 180 stand of arms of the Springfield 
breech-loading pattern, and 450 sets of equipments; these stores 
in the aggregate amount to $2,955.12, making $1,477.56 as the 
amount annually drawn from the Government since my incum- 
Ъепсу. 

From these stores there have been distributed to militia organi- 
zations entitled to receive them 400 guns and 400 sets of equip- 
ments, leaving in hand 80 stand of arms and 50 sets equipments. 

The remaining guns and equipments on hand are held as a re- 
serve in the event of any very serious trouble arising at the 
State Penitentiary or in other portions of the State. 

I have in my charge some twenty-five thousand rounds of ball 
cartridges, and the same have been stored in a magazine in thé 
suburbs of this city. 


RECORDS OF OFFICE. 


The facilities for keeping the records of this office have been 
very imperfect, and being without means, I have only been able 
to devote such attention to them as the clerical force of the Sec- 
retary's office would permit. 

The duties of the office have very materially increased алар 
the past two years, and aside from the regular routine work of 
organizing militia companies, there has been a very extensive 
correspondence carried on with the departments at Washington 
and the departments of other States. 

Aside from this class of correspondence there has been another, 
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and one to which [ have given my most earnest attention and 
prompt action. I refer more particularly to letters calling upon 
the office for information concerning the military service of per- 
sons who served our State as officers and soldiers during the late 
war in our veteran volunteer regiments. 

These requests have been made upon me more Е to 
secure data that would assist in the better prosecution of claims 
before the pension bureau and land department at Washington. 
The work of examining the records in this class of cases has en- 
tailed no little work upon me, but I am happy to say that I have 
béen most cheerfully repaid for my pains by receiving in return 
the thanks of the widows and orphans of our noble dead who 
laid down their lives in the defense of our beloved country. 

Referring again to this class of manuscripts on file in this office, 
I beg leave to remind the public that in a number of instances 
the muster rolls of companies comprising the Nebraska regi- 
ments are missing, and that legislation is needed that will take 
immediate steps looking to their replacement from the originals 
on file in the war department at Washington. 

If a small appropriation could be made to this office that would 
cover the expense in duplicating these missing rolls, I am confi- 
dent that my field of duty in this direction would be enlarged, 
and the great good which would result therefrom be felt in 
every section of our State where a N ebraska soldier or his im- 
mediate heirs reside. l 


APPROPRIATION FOR ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE. 


— 


+ 


The appropriations made to this department heretofore have 
been very meager, nothing being ever made for an incidental 
nature except the sum of $50.00 for the storage of arms and 
ammunition, which has been expended as directed in rent. 

At the time of the threatened outbreak at Hastings and 
Omaha, the department appreciably felt its crippled condition, 
being without means of any character for the mobilizing of thé 
troops into these points from funds of the office. 
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However, as upon all important oceasions wherein the interest 
of our State has been placed in jeopardy, public spirited citizens 
were found who stood ready to lend their influence and substan- 
tial aid in the way of credit both from their publie and private 
resources. In this instance I believe it but fitting to publicly ac- 
knowledge the favor extended to the State by manager Clark and 
assistants of the Union Pacific Railroad, and A. E. Touzalin and 
assistants of the B. & M. R. R. in Neb. These gentlemen placed 
every means at my disposal for the rapid transit of troops. And 
further gave my business over their lines precedence over all 
other; by their genercus action I was enabled to carry out your 
orders in their most minute detail. 

Taking this experience, the question naturally arises, whether 
or not it would be wise, not to say prudent, to meet matters of 
this kind in the future by having ‘an appropriation available for 
emergencies of this kind. ; | 

I also beg leave to invite your attention to the fact that thia 
office has been without an appropriation for postage or stationery 
for the past two years, making it necessary in: order to transact 
the business of the office to use a portion of the funds given to 
the Executive office, and that of the Secretary of State for this 
purpose. ' 4 
. The appropriations for these purposes are needed. Public ne- 
cessity requires them in order to meet the business of the office, 
and it is most earnestly hoped that they will be made. If made 
they will be judieiously expended, and a striet accountability be 
made of every item in their disbursement. à 


* 


HONORABLE MENTION. 


Tt would be doing great injustice to this department, as well 
as to the interest of the state at large, were I to close this report 
without making mention of the many official courtesies extended 
by the officers of the United States army and the head officials 
of the Union Pacific and the Burlington & Missouri River rail- 
road companies. 
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To General Crook and the officérs of his command are due 
the thanks of every loyal and patriotic citizen. 

They have stood at all times ready to co-operate with the de- 
partment, and by their large military experience and timely 
assistance danger that threatened us has been averted and the 
majesty of the law thereby maintained. | 

To General Manager Clark, of the Union Pacific, and General 
Manager Touzalin, of the Burlington & Missouri River railroad 
company, are also due the thanks of this people. By their loyalty 
to the public interests, the state has been enabled to transport its 
troops from one portion of the state to another, on two separate 
occasions, without funds available for this purpose. 


b CONCLUSION. 


In clesing my report, I desire to ask for the militia only that - 
favorable consideration and liberal support which its importance 
demands, Our past experience has clearly demonstrated that a 
military force cannot be dispensed with, as recent events furnish 
abundant proof of the necessity of preparation for emergencies. 
which are likely to arise at any moment. This can only be ac- 
complished by the maintenance, in every reasonable way, of a 
well-organized troop, who should be thoroughly armed and, 
equipped. 

The time has passed when we should depend upon govern- 
ment aid in this direction; and nothing meets the case so well as 
a well-or anized militia, composed of citizen soldiers. They 
form the nucleus around which all can rally in the hour of 
danger. l| | 

In conclusion, permit me to say, that our militia is a credit to 
the state, and one that will, with proper care, continue to im- 
prove. l | 

The officers and men deserve the highest commendation for 
their expenditure of time aud money in their efforts to improve 
themselves :n soldierly knowledgé. They having merited these 

. honors in the past, it now remains with our people to say 
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whether or not in the future they shall receive such substantial 
encouragement as will incite them to do better service for the 
state, А 

It alsc seems appropriate to add here, what has been prompted 
by my grateful sense of the association, that is my good fortune 
in having had the honor to serve under a Commander-in-Chief 
who has had large experience as a soldier, and whose apprecia- 
tion of the value of a state militia has at all times been attested 
by a most earnest desire to further and promote its welfare. 


J have the honor to be E 
Your obedient servant, 


В. J. ALEXANDER, 
Adjutant. General. 


